
On March 4, CHM President Sr. 
Mary Ann Vogel was honored 

with the prestigious Kay Anderson 
Friend of Iowa Award from the 
Iowa Finance Authority. � e award 
recognizes an individual who goes 
above and beyond to improve the 
lives of those around them and in 
their community. Sr. Mary Ann 
was recognized “for outstanding 
commitment to advancing housing 
opportunities for Iowans,” speci� cally 
her 34-year quest to e� ect change 
in the lives of people facing housing 
uncertainty.

� e application, submitted by 
Humility Homes and Services, Inc. 
(HHSI) sta�  members and board of 
directors, states, “‘Do all things with 
great love.’ � is quote by Mother 
Teresa resonates loudly in the work 
that HHSI does daily with the over 

250 individuals we serve on any given 
day in the year. Being able to serve 
those experiencing homelessness 
and helping those most vulnerable in 
the community would not be possible 
without Sr. Mary Ann Vogel, CHM. 
...Sr. Mary Ann has been a stable 
and consistent presence, not only in 
our agency for the last 30 years, but 
also in the Quad Cities community. 
She has been a mentor, leader, and 
a friend to many. She is a believer in 
systemic change and advocating for 
what is right.”

Sr. Mary Ann is honored to be 
recognized for her work; however, 
she is quick to point out the team 
e� ort required to provide the services 
and that the work is not complete. 
“� e problems are multi-faceted and 
the need for a� ordable housing has 
increased,” she said.

Growing up in a loving and secure 
household made it apparent to Sr. 
Mary Ann that those who didn’t 

have an established home were at a 
disadvantage. “I always had a great 
concern for children who did not 
have a stable environment,” she said. 
Early experiences such as working 
one summer, during college, at 
St. Vincent’s, a former orphanage 
operated by CHMs in Davenport, IA, 
also in� uenced Sr. Mary Ann.  

Her work in education was a 
natural lead into work with young 
single parents. Sr. Mary Ann was 
among a group of CHMs who 
began a visioning process in 1987 
to investigate the establishment 
of temporary housing for women, 
and their children. Services, they 
speculated, would include support 
services to help transition into self-
su�  ciency; thus began Humility of 
Mary Housing, Inc. (HMHI) in 1990.

Photo: CHM Sisters, HHSI Board and Sta� , 
Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce, and friends 

gather for the Jubilee Campus ribbon cutting.
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A 34-Year Quest
  by Joyce Bieber, CHM Development Director
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CONGREGATION OF THE HUMILITY OF MARY

“ ”
Do all things with great love.

                                   -Mother Teresa

Dear Friends and Donors,

Religious communities of women in the United States have been 
spending this past year on a comprehensive study of their futures. 
We believe there is a future and that it will probably involve more 
collaboration among the communities. Keep us in your prayers as 
we work through this interesting and challenging time. To add to the 
times we are in, we CHMs are preparing to elect our new leadership in 
September. One of their responsibilities will be to continue guiding us 
through the process of change. Like our founders, who left their home 
land in France and set sail for an unknown home in the United States, 
our Vision Statement calls us to “face our contemporary realities and 
step deliberately into the future with courage and grace.”  

Our Mission Statement calls us to “commit ourselves as individuals 
and as a congregation to work for justice within the human family and 
to care for Earth itself.” � e two articles in this issue of “� eFlame” 
are two examples of how that mission is being carried out. � e work 
is being done, almost exclusively, by very committed lay people. We 
CHMs serve on boards and advisory committees. We also provide 
� nancial support which is possible because of you, our generous 
friends and donors.  

If you have not yet visited either of these ministries, I encourage you to 
put that on your “to do” list. Humility Homes and Services, Inc. had a 
ribbon cutting ceremony and open house at the new Jubilee Campus 
the last week-end of June. � is campus is the former St. Mary’s church, 
rectory, convent and school and the transformation is a great addition 
to the neighborhood and to the housing program. Our Lady of the 
Prairie Retreat has had many Earth-friendly upgrades and the addition 
of a new maintenance Sunrise Shop. After nearly a year of virtual 
programs it is wonderful to experience the total environment of the 
retreat center in person.

Blessings on each of you and thank you for all your support.

Sister Mary Ann Vogel
CHM President
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CONGREGATION OF THE HUMILITY OF MARY

-Quest continued from page 1

Since that time Sr. Mary Ann has been an integral part 
of the e� ort to end homelessness in the Quad Cities. 
� e application states, “� rough her work with HMHI, 
Sr. Mary Ann was not only able to assist mothers and 
children meet their basic needs in their time of need but 
was able to a� ect lasting change for the mothers served. 
She ultimately helped to break the generational culture   
of poverty.”

Connie Coopman, the program’s � rst client shared, “I 
have had the pleasure of knowing Sr. Mary Ann Vogel for 
30 years. She was the � rst positive experience I had in 
� nding a solution for housing for myself and my newborn 
daughter to move us out of homelessness. I walked into 
an interview with her carrying my child and walked out 
with the reality of being able to provide a home and a safe 
shelter for us as I continued the pursuit of my dreams of 
completing my education and caring for my child.”  She 
went on to say, “I know that without her commitment and 
leadership, I would not have had the same outcome to my 
situation. I was able to � nish my education, secure a job 
and career and move on to become a homeowner myself.”

Lloyd Kilmer, chairperson of HHSI, said the award 
and recognition of Sr. Mary Ann’s contributions is so 
appropriate. “Her passion for kids and families and giving 
them opportunities by putting a roof over their 
heads is tireless,” as is her willingness to step in 
wherever and whenever she is needed, he noted.

� is became evident when, in 2008, Sr. Mary 
Ann accepted another leadership role related to 
housing insecurity as CHM was asked to take over 
management and operations of the bankrupt local 
emergency shelter. Humility of Mary Shelter, Inc. 
(HMSI) was formed and Sr. Mary Ann, already 
serving as � nance director for HMHI, added new 
responsibilities to her position by taking on the same 
role for HMSI. She also served as interim CEO for a 
short period of time and is a member of the board.

“I’ve always liked working with numbers so working 
as � nance director was a way for me to contribute to 
this ministry.” � ere was a lot to do as HMSI secured 
community and grant funding, hired sta�  and grew 
the programs. In 2018, the housing (HMHI) and 
shelter (HMSI) entities merged to form HHSI.

Ashley Velez, now HHSI executive director, was a 
case manager in 2008 as CHM took over operations 
of the shelter. “I was there on day one and I have such 
admiration for what she has accomplished. She’s willing 
to do whatever is needed to end generational poverty and 
that starts with a home.” Ashley points to HHSI’s success 
rates as proof that “housing � rst” is the right approach 
to take: consistently 39-40 percent of shelter participants 
transition into permanent housing. � at is double the 
state’s success rate.

Sr. Mary Ann is continuing her role on the board for now; 
however, the HHSI board is transitioning to a structure 
more independent of CHM. � ough the congregation will 
be stepping back, the plan is that a CHM representative 
will remain on the board. Ashley knows Sr. Mary Ann will 
continue to be available to o� er advice and assistance. 
She recently asked Sr. Mary Ann to mentor a young 
mother. “She told me ‘whatever she needs.’” 

When asked to sum up her philosophy regarding 
homelessness, Sr. Mary Ann doesn’t hesitate in her 
response, “If they have a place to call home, they have a 
better foundation.” 

 Sr. Mary Ann Vogel, HHSI Vice Chair and Founding Member, and Lloyd 
Kilmer, HHSI Board Chair, stand in front of the building that once was the St. 
Mary’s Rectory which has been transformed into a� ordable housing. 
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CHM Connections Led to OLPR Connections
by Joan Meierotto  

One day in 2015, Sister Kathleen Storms, SSND, then 
Director of Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat, told me that 
Richard and Joan Meierotto wished to name OLPR as 
bene� ciary of an annuity. � ey hoped that a conservation 
easement there could protect precious farmland. � at led 
to my meeting Joan and learning of her deep passion for 
“care of Earth”, a phrase in the CHM mission statement.  
Our conversations, coupled with extensive research and 
the commitment of CHMs and many others, led to the 
establishment of the 81.46 acre Our Lady of the Prairie 
Conservation Easement. I asked Joan if she’d be willing 
to share how her relationship with OLPR began and why 
she has chosen to � nancially support this ministry. Joan 
graciously responded and her article follows. 
    -S. Johanna Rickl, CHM

To begin with, I should probably mention that I 
graduated from Marycrest in 1957. Sr. Bernadine 

Pieper, CHM was a favorite teacher and mentor.

Some years ago, I read in “� e Flame” about Our Lady 
of the Prairie Retreat. As I thought about it, this seemed 
like an opportunity for a pay back. � e fact that OLPR 
is located on the Wapsipinicon River perhaps was 
providential. � is was the river that I loved above all 
rivers, because it was where I learned to swim, � sh, 
water ski, paddle, row, and ice skate. My home town 
was many miles upriver from Wheatland. Serendipitous 
circumstances provided the chance to visit OLPR with 
my daughter, Mary Ann. On our � rst visit, Sr. Marcia 
Eckerman, CHM gave us a � ne tour of the property. We 
met you (Sr. Johanna) there during a delicious brunch 
featuring many of OLPR garden’s treats.

OLPR seemed to encompass the things that I would like 
to leave as a legacy. As a volunteer for Minnesota Land 
Trust, I was aware of the requirements and bene� ts of 
a conservation easement. With a biology background, 
I knew the great ecological value of the Sisters’ piece of 
prairie, how it retains the soil and its nutrients, is home 
for wildlife, plus many other natural virtues. We visited 
the land later when it was � ooded so I could see its added 
value as a wetland acting like a kidney to � lter and clean 
the water. Now, with climate change, we see how badly 
these bene� ts are needed.

� e wise managers at � e Prairie Retreat are also using 
solar energy and have started an apiary, helping to care 
for threatened pollinators.

My favorite memory of OLPR was our � rst visit when we 
were able to see the whole property including the Cosmic 
Walk, labyrinth, and the memorial stone garden via golf 
cart with our guide, Sr. Marcia, and her commentary. 
� en, experiencing it on our own, walking the trails to the 
lovely river. It was inspiring to hear about the OLPR plans 
and potential from Sr. Storms.

� e Prairie Retreat will be used to teach stewardship and 
nature appreciation while o� ering visitors a peaceful 
space for renewal. Pope Francis keeps reminding us to 
care for Earth. OLPR will be used to further those e� orts. 

          For more information go to
                   theprairieretreat.org   563-336-8414

Little Open House on �e Prairie
 Sunday, October 3, 2021  

1:00 - 5:00 pm

Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat
2664 145th Avenue - Wheatland, IA

  

All are Welcome - Bring the Whole Family!

 Join us for a short time, or stay the entire afternoon,while 
basking in the beauty of The Prairie. 

Live Music-Tours-Refreshments-Children’s Activities

Find out what’s new at OLPR and tour The Prairie’s 
beautiful grounds: Labyrinth, Gardens, Cosmic Walk, 

Nature Pond, Prairie Timber and Trails, Pollinator Strips, 
Retreat Centers and New Sunrise Shop!

Save the date!!!
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In honor of:
Miriam Anstey, CHM
Donor: Dr. Eleanor Anstey
Dr. Eleanor Anstey
Donor: Linda Minich
Sr. Virginia Bartholome, CHM
Donor: Barb Kendall
Sr. Rachel Beeson, CHM
Donor: Kevin and Bev Landwehr
Raquel Bojorquez
Donor: Familia Bojorquez
Sr. Marcia Eckerman, CHM
Donor: Elizabeth Reha
Sr. Jude Fitzpatrick, CHM
Donor: Don and Marilyn Duwelius
Bishop William E. Franklin
Donor: Elvarose Squires
Sr. Kayleen He� ron, CHM
Donor: John and Sylvia Hunolt
Sr. Kathleen Henneberry, CHM
Donor: Becky Pracht
Sr. Ramona Kaalberg, CHM
Donor: Doris Peterson
Sr. Joann Kuebrich, CHM
Donor: � omas and Nancy Strev-
eler
CHMs at Marycrest
Donor: Mary McCarthy
Marycrest Class of 1957
Donor: Nancy Vedral
Zetheria Bijou Miller
Donor: Arlene Miller
Sr. Molly Muñoz, CHM
Donor: Vincent and Roberta Bejarano
Sr. Irene Muñoz, CHM
Donor: Vincent and Roberta Bejarano
Margaret Peters
Donor: Michael and Loretta Peters
Sr. Mary Rehmann, CHM
Donor: Joanne Griesbach
Sr. Rosalia Riedel
Donor: Robert and Joanne Heise
Sr. Dolores Schuh, CHM
Donor: Deanna Kern Ludwin
Sr. Mary Bea Snyder, CHM
Donor: Eileen Pappas
Sr. Helen Strohman, CHM
Donor: Robert and Anita Vosen
Sr. Hilary Veith, CHM
Donor: John and Sylvia Hunolt
Sr. Mary Ann Vogel, CHM
Donor: Deanna Kern Ludwin

In memory of:
Mary Adam
Donor: William and Cindy Hopkins
Diane Anderson
Donor: Mary Lou Erickson
Alice Anstey
Donor: Dennis and Belinda Anstey
Bill and Nancy Bahnks
Donor: Dane and Christena Hansen
Earl and Mary Ball
Donor: Bill and Bonnie Ball

Vern Bennett
Donor: Sr. Dolores Schuh, CHM
Lorraine Benson
Donor: Nancy Graham
Joseph Michael Bernat
Donor: Marc and Helen Bernat
Sr. Kevin Bissell, CHM
Donor: Mary Pester
Manuel E. Bojorquez
Donor: Familia Bojorquez
Sr. Mary Bernard Bowers, CHM
Donor: Kathleen Brown
Walter Bradley
Donor: Elizabeth Bradley
� eresa Breheny
Donor: Sara Sedgwick
Georgina and Luis Burneo
Donor: Gladys Navarro
Sr. Mary John Byers, CHM
Donor: John and Jane Robnett
Daniel Cahill
Donor: Sr. Kathleen Henneberry, CHM
Ann Marie Callaghan (Nolan)
Donor: Anonymous

Honor and Remember
The Congregation of the Humility 
of Mary is grateful for the donations 
received in memory or honor of loved 
ones between January and May 2021. 
CHMs remember these individuals in 
our daily prayers and Masses. 

M.B. Carbonell and family
Donor: Columba Carbonell
Margaret L Carlin
Donors: Jeanne Jurgens
Jill McNiel
Susan O’Malley
Maxine Schroeder
Walter J. and Corrine J. Cawley
Donor: Fr. William Cawley
Deceased members of CHM
Donor: Capt. Dennis Hickey
Sr. Ann � erese Collins, CHM
Donor: Michael and Barbara Johnson
Sr. Marcia Costello, CHM
Donor: Monica Corbitt
Sr. Marie Clemente Cusack, CHM
Donor: Mary Lou Erickson
Sr. Francis Xavier Dierickx, CHM
Donor: Gail Votroubek
Sr. Donna Donovan, CHM
Donor: Robert and Joanne Heise
Marjorie Ehrhardt
Donors: Sr. Justine Denning, CHM
Sr. Miriam Ehrhardt, CHM
Sr. Joann Kuebrich, CHM
Sr. Dolores Schuh, CHM
Elaine Eigeman
Donor: Daniel Schalke
Robert J. Erickson
Donor: Mary Lou Erickson
Sr. Márie Finnegan, CHM
Donors: Dan and Julie Swick
Mary Tracy
Sr. Mary Ellen Freeman, CHM
Donor: James Freeman
Sr. Joan Gabel, CHM
Donor: Kathleen and Lawrence Fischer
Sr. Annette Gallagher, CHM
Donor: Peggy Van Zeyl
Gimm family
Donor: Augustina Gimm
Debbie Green
Donor: Joanne Griesbach
Charles Hagner
Donor: Rita Hagner
Sr. Mildred Hamilton, CHM
Donor: Fr. Walter Helms
Sr. Kathleen Hanley, CHM
Donors: Shirley Barrick
Sr. Margaret Bennett, CHM
Sr. Justine Denning, CHM
Sr. Miriam Ehrhardt, CHM
Kent Ferris
Sr. Marya Grathwohl, OSF
Linda Harris
Sr. Kathleen Henneberry, CHM
Msgr. Francis Henricksen
Sr. Eileen Hurley, SCL
Maureen Kieler
Sr. Joann Kuebrich, CHM
Diana McCollom
Con-E Osmers
Rita Quinn

Sr. Marcia Eckerman, a member of the CHM Leadership 
Team and an avid photographer, takes advantage of the 
beauty in St. Joseph’s Courtyard at Humility of Mary Center. 
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Charles and Lana Sangmeister
Sr. Ann Schoch, SSND
Sr. Mary Bea Snyder, CHM
William and Mary Helen Spoja
Gail Votroubek
Jim and Marge Hansen
Donor: Dane and Christena Hansen
John Hart, M.D. 
Donor: Donna Hart
Sr. Mary Esther He� ernan, OP
Donor: Ann Dwyer
Dick Heger
Donor: Mary Ann McCoy
Sr. Mary Heinen, CHM
Donor: Paul and Dianne Heinen
Romalyn Hellyer
Donor: Ray and Jan Stewart
James Loftus Hesse
Donor: Kathleen Hesse
Michael Hirons
Donor: Margaret Dawson
Deceased HMs
Donor: Dorothy Zwick
Robert Kratt
Donor: Henry and Jane Bollmann
Sr. Marilyn Kraus, CHM
Donor: Dan Kraus
Sr. Kathryn Kreager, CHM
Donor: Bob and Sally Simonson
Ed and Helen Lammers
Donor: Mary Kay Lammers
Sr. Rita Anne Lenaghan, CHM
Donors: John Merritt
Mary Tracy
Sr. Mary Anne Leto, CHM
Donor: Cecilia Kingsley
Ray and Marge Linnenkamp
Donor: Donna Fiems
Jean and Myrna Linnenkamp
Donor: Don Linnenkamp
Sr. Vincent Marie Luttrell, CHM
Donor: William and Mary Kay Zeter
Sr. Karen Macksey, CHM
Donor: John Macksey
Sr. Maria Luisa Marchello, CHM
Donor: Katherine Marchello
Jane O’Meara Marinich
Donor: Edward Marinich
Masker and Brich families
Donor: Jeanette Masker
Sr. Alberta Mason
Donor: Paul Mason
Rose May
Donor: Tom and Georgia Tucker
� erese Celine McAndrew
Donor: Joan Marie Resnick-Wessling
Sr. Gretchen McKean, CHM
Donor: Phil and Roseann McKean
Myra Merritt
Donor: John Merritt
Catherine Millane
Donor: Catherine Millane Estate

Fr. Joe Miller, CPPS
Donor: Sr. Justine Denning, CHM
Sr. Miriam Clare Miller, CHM
Donors: Myles and Patricia Miller
Anita Sasaki
Lucille Starr
Sr. Barb Miller, CHM
Donor: Diane Schlachter
Doris Bohr Miller
Donor: Judy Sieren
Ed and Patty Morris
Donor: Bill and Ellen Kenney
Gary Mousel
Donor: Gary Mousel Estate
Rick Mullin
Donor: William and Sharon Glowacki
Trini Velasquez Muñoz
Donor: Sr. Irene Muñoz, CHM
Sr. Mae Murphy, CHM
Donor: Joyce Murphy
Sr. Joanne O’Brien, CHM
Donor: Kathleen Wedlock
Sr. St. Jude O’Neill, CHM
Donor: Laura Shaw
Suzanne and Teresa Outzen
Donor: Arnold and Patricia Outzen
Carol Parr
Donor: Wilbert Ensenat
Sr. Bernadine Pieper, CHM
Donors: Brad and Angie Box
Mike and Helen Johnson
Sr. Maria Trinitas Rand, CHM
Donor: Bob and Terry Ratcli� 
Bill Real
Donor: Mary Real
Clarence Reinig
Donor: Peggy Swenson
Sr. Marilyn Reyes, CHM
Donor: Lorene Hade
Frank and Ellen Rickl
Donor: Francis and Jacalyn Rickl
Deacon Michael E. Riley
Donor: Joyce Riley
Anna, Alec and Kristine Ripperger
Donor: Lawrence Ripperger
Sr. Eileen Roseberry, CHM
Donor: � eresa Hayden
Edward A. Sangmeister
Donor: Charles and Lana Sangmeister
Sr. Michelle Schi� gens, CHM
Donor: John and Barbara Shie
Harry and Irene Schluenz
Donor: Michael and Daughn Sutter
Sr. Madeleine Marie Schmidt, CHM
Donor: Margaret Wilkinson
Sr. Donna Schmitt, CHM
Donors: Pauline Cunningham
Doris Peterson
Bob Schulze
Donor: Mary Schulze
Sr. Alberta Ann Scott, CHM
Donor: Lawrence Mason

Wm. John Shanahan
Donor: Ann Dwyer
Ruth Patterson Simonson
Donors: Sigrid Simonson
Kirstin Simonson
Mary Stewart
Donor: Ray and Jan Stewart
Sr. Carla Takes, CHM
Donor: Deanna Kern Ludwin
Deceased members of the Takes family
Donor: Mary Lu Takes
Sr. JoAnne Talarico, CHM
Donors: Anonymous
John Moreland
David Werthmann
Sera� na Talarico
Donor: Sara Sedgwick
Sr. Elizabeth � oman, CHM
Donor: Susan Scripp
Margaret Carroll Toerber
Donor: Judy Sieren
Sr. Kathleen Tomlonovic, CHM
Donors: Lisa Mullins
Tim and Irene Mulvany
Janet Walther
Sr. Cecelia Vandeberg, CHM
Donor: John Vandeberg
Sr. Marie Vittetoe, CHM
Donors: Nancy Austin
Dorothy Brown
Louis Vogel
Donor: Marianne Vogel
Sr. Mary Suzanne Wickenkamp, CHM
Donors: Mae Marie Heinje
Nancy Hillard
Laura Shaw
Glenn and Louella Wood
Donor: Elizabeth Bradley

In Loving Memory

Sister Kathleen Hanley
July 21, 1942 - 

March 26, 2021

Tributes to our departed sisters can 
be found at www.chmiowa.org 

in the Sister Stories section
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The Sisters of the Congregation of the Humility of Mary are motivated by compassion and justice and give 
themselves wholeheartedly wherever the needs are greatest. � e following sisters and their associates are 

celebrating their 2021 Jubilees. Cards may be sent in care of the sister, to Humility of Mary Center, 820 W. Central Park 
Ave., Davenport, IA 52804. Read more about our Jubilarians in the Sister Stories section at www.chmiowa.org.

Jubilee 2021

“We are deeply grateful for sisters, associates, family and friends who have accompanied us on our journey into Jubilee. May God 
continue to bless all with a spirit of humility, simplicity and joy as the the future unfolds before us.”

Sr. Miriam Anstey

75 years

Sr. Regina Mary Cratty

70 years
Sr. Harriett Ping

70 years

Sr. Helen Strohman

70 years

Sr. Sheila Seng

60 years

Sr. Marilyn Berger

50 years

CHM Assoc. Barb Gross 

25 years

CHM Assoc. Rita Hagner 

25 years

Leave the World a Bit Better
by CHM Associate Barb Gross

I was born in 1948 in Cascade, Iowa. 
Our family life, neighborhood, going 

to church, and attending Catholic 
schools was most signifi cant in my 
life. I learned that helping each other 
in our families, neighborhoods, farms, 
churches and town made our small 
community “a bit better.”

In 1966, I joined the Dubuque 
Franciscans. I taught in elementary 
school and worked in pastoral ministry. 
I was always involved in peace and 
justice ministries. An important learning 
is not to be afraid wherever you are 
called. You need to fi nd good mentors 

and allow those you serve to be your 
teachers. This will “leave the world a 
bit better.”

In 1989 I moved to Davenport to be 
a pastoral minister at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral. Through the advice of Sr. 
Joanne O’Brien, CHM, I volunteered 
at the homeless shelter and gained new 
awareness and insights. All involved 
were “leaving the world a bit better.”

After much prayer and discernment, I 
left the Dubuque Franciscans in 1993 
and in 1996 I became a member of 
the CHM Associate Program with Sr. 
Joanne as my contact sister.

Since 2015 I’ve been working at Bishop 
Drumm Retirement Center (BDRC) in 

Johnston, IA, working for the CHM 
Sisters living there. I am thankful for 
the sisters that I have come to know and 
serve over the past 25 years. Srs. Jeanie 
and Elaine Hagedorn are my contact 
sisters and we pray together each 
Sunday. I appreciate our special times 
together, their ministry in peace and 
justice, their visitations to BDRC, and 
their gift of humor. 

The CHM Mission Statement calls us 
individually and communally to live the 
gospel with simplicity, be attentive to 
the poor and powerless, work for justice 
and care for Earth. I am grateful for 
being a part of a community who strives 
to “leave the world a bit better.” 
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August
Mass at � e Prairie | Wed, Aug 4, 10:00am
Brave Hearts: From Loss to Resilience
 Aug 6-Aug 8, Fri 5:00pm-Sun 11:00am
Exploring � e Prairie
 � urs, Aug 19, 9:00am-3:00pm
Wrestling with God
 Mon, Aug 23, 9:00am-3:30pm
September
Autumn Mass at � e Prairie | Wed, Sept. 1, 10:00am
Cosmic Walk on � e Prairie | 
 Wed, Sept 8, 10:00am-3:00pm
Stargazing: Beauty of Autumn Skies
 Tues, Sept 14, 7:00pm-10:00pm
Come to the Quiet | Wed, Sept 15, 9:30am-3:30pm.
Cookin’ Up a Prairie Storm
 � urs, Sept 16, 9:00am-2:00pm
Online: Ecumenical Prayer Service: Harvest Safety
 Tues, Sept 21, 7:00pm-8:30pm
� e Shamanic Journey | Sat, Sept 25, 9:30am-3:30pm
Circle of Life: Autumn
 Tues, Sept 28, 10:00am-11:30am 
October
Family Event: Little Open House on � e Prairie
 Sunday Oct, 3, 1:00-5:00pm
Mass in Honor of St. Francis and All Creation
 Wed, Oct 6, 10:00am
Bread Making: No Fear, No Fail Yeast Bread
 Tues, Oct 12, 9:00am-1:00pm

Upcoming Prairie Retreats

   Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat is now open!
Sign up for a sponsored retreat or create your own.

Visit theprairieretreat.org or call 563-336-8414.

Greetings from Wheatland, IA,

 We’ve missed you and look forward 
to seeing you soon! 

     With Blessings From, 
         All of Us at The Prairie




