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Petal ministry helps put back stuffing
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By Claudia Loucks

DAVENPORT -- Chemotherapy can cause hair and
prayer loss

"Cancer treatment just takes all the stuffing out of
you," said Sister Elizabeth Thoman, a member of
the Congregation of the Humility of Mary,
Davenport.

Sister Thoman, a Los Angeles resident, recently
visited congregation headquarters and shared
information about her "Healing Petals" ministry.
For information about Healing Petals, visit a
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Her ministry dates back to 2004, when she was ,E’ninisf'mp

diagnosed with breast cancer and began
chemotherapy.

She expected side effects and "inconveniences" such as energy, appetite and hair loss, due to
treatment.

"But nobody warned me about how hard it would be to pray," she said. "Words just jumble
together, you have no energy, and concentration is impossible. Just when I needed prayer the
most, it eluded me."

Picking up a book of nature photographs changed all that, Sister Thoman said.

"Suddenly I felt a great calm come over me," she said. "The images spoke to me of the
grandeur of creation. I felt enveloped in the love of God. As I turned page after page, I found

myself, as the Catechism used to say, ‘turning my heart and mind to God.” I was praying. I
was delirious with joy. It was one of those insights in life that transforms you forever."

Soon, however, she started taking her own photos.

"The pictures seem to take themselves," Sister Thoman said. "The lens allows me to see right






